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KEY DATES

e 1/4 Back to School

e 1/11 New School
Hours Start

e 1/19 EPIC Open
House for 8th Graders
5:30-8:30

e 1/29 Progress reports

mailed

e 2/26 Progress reports

mailed
e 3/15-3/16 Final Exams

e 3/18-3/19 Student Led
Conferences

e 3/22-3/26 Intensives
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FEBRUARY 2010

Preparing each student with the 21st century skills necessary to revolutionize society
and ensure college and career success.

Dear Parents/Guardians:

This issue highlights a couple of great students stories about perseverance and progress. If you
don’t know what those EPIC Habits of Mind mean, ask your EPIC student.

March will be a busy month, so please take a moment to review the calendar to make sure you
keep up with progress reports, final exams, student led conferences, and our intensives before
spring break begins.

Finally, EPIC hosted it first fundraiser, and our very own Student Leadership Council led tours,
spoke in front of a large adult audience, and mingled with professionals and CEOs. Read the

story to see how much they raised and the connections they made.

Sincerely,

Mr. King

March Announcements

Parents—Help Choose EPIC’s World Language

We believe that parents should be highly involved in their student’s education. One way of doing this is to
provide an opportunity for all parents to give EPIC’s Parent Advisory Council input on what language you
would prefer your student to learn at EPIC. To voice your thoughts, please come to the next PAC meet-
ing at EPIC on March | Ith at 6:30pm.

NEW EPIC Website!

EPIC launched our new website—www.epicacademy.org. Under the parent section at the top of the page,
you can check your student’s grades, email teachers, pay fees or buy uniform items, catch up on past news-

letters, and learn about family services that EPIC or the community provides.

Computer Classes for Parents

The Gary Comer Youth Center is offering computer classes for adults. Please see the enclosed flyer to
learn about workshops on resumes, cover letters, using the internet and email, Microsoft excel and budget-
ing, and many other opportunities.

Progress Reports

EPIC will be sending home progress reports to parents once each month. Please If you have moved re-
cently, please call EPIC at (773) 535-7930 to update your address and contact information.

TV Raffle Winner

The winner of the TV raffle was Kelly Moses. We raised about $600 for student programs thanks to the
efforts of our parents and students who sold tickets.
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Ms. Plair on
Math:

“In October, |
felt like | was
going to fail
math ... [now]

| feel like give

me the prob-
lems and Pll try
it.”

February Legend: Domisha Plair

came a star of 9" grade math at
EPIC Academy.

“In October, | felt like | was
going to fail math class,” said
Donisha Plair, sitting on EPIC’s
stairs looking out on a winter
sky. “When Ms. Cuculich
brought out all the problems
and equations, | didn’t know
how to do it. | couldn’t do it.”

Today Donisha has a B in math
having recently aced 18 of 28
assessments in math. Ask her
now how she feels about math
and you'll hear this: “| feel
proud of myself because |
passed and | did it. ... | feel like
give me the problems and I'll try
it.”

Her new attitude is no accident.
At a school that values perse-
verance highly, Donisha is a
living breathing example — as is
her teacher Ms. Cuculich. Both
have worked hard to make
math a meaningful place of
learning where skills develop
with hard work.

Walk into math class any day of
the week and you'll see students
huddled around problems, gath-
ered together to solve for X and
fixed on their next challenge.
“Ms. Cuculich separated us into
groups. The A’s had to do
something harder and the B’s
had to redo the questions they
did wrong and we had to redo
and explain it to each other.”

If you had talked to Donisha in
October you would have heard
a different story. “I felt like | was
just going to fail. | had tried to
do one problem and | couldn’t
do it. Then | tried another and |
couldn’t get it,” explained Don-
isha. But she didn’t give up and
neither did Ms. Cuculich.

“She worked with me after
school one day and she asked
me what | didn’t get. Then she
went over it with me and ex-
plained every step. Then she
gave me a couple of problems to
do and then | understood it.
Then | took the quiz over and |
gotan A onit.”

Beyond the hours of one-on-one

that Ms. Cuculich gives to her
students afterschool, she de-
signs lesson that go beyond
any textbook — hand-crafting
materials that meet her stu-
dents needs. Students get
challenges that match their
level, pushing them to achieve
on skills they struggled with in
the past.

More than the typical math of
an Algebra class, students
develop their 21* Century
skills. She has students work
together to solve problems in
teams — each with a piece of
the answer, each being evalu-
ated on their teamwork skills.

Does it all work? Just ask
Donisha. “I like math now
because | understand all the
stuff and | know how to do it.”

Progress (n.) - 1. onward movement 2. Deja Ballard

The transition from elementary
to high school has traditionally
been regarded as difficult for
many students. This may have
well been the case for some stu-
dents when they were first ex-
posed to EPICs rigorous curricu-
lum, although many have now

led Deja to take a more active role in her education,
and she has subsequently become a model student in
the classroom. “I started taking class time more seri-
ously,” Deja said, “When | don’t understand something
| ask the teacher now. If I still need help I'll stay after
school.”

One person who has noticed an improvement in Deja’s
begun to thrive. One such stu- performance this trimester is Mrs. Vaughn, Deja’s crew
dent who lives and breathes leader and History teacher, “Even when things are
EPIC’s Progress Habit of Mind is tough, Deja remains positive and pushes herself to com-
Deja Ballard. plete everything to the best of her abilities” says Mrs.
Vaughn.

A strong desire to improve has
PROGRESS—STRIVE TO IMPROVE

EPIC ACADEMY NEWSLETTER



PREPARING EACH

Family Social Worker Updates

Ms. Sanders has 3 updates to make par-
ents aware of and celebrate for February
and March:

Peer Jury is becoming more active in the
EPIC community and we will be having
practice sessions every Wednesday after-
noon from 2:45pm-4:00pm. Peer Jurors
will be able to participate in mock cases,
ask questions, and learn from each

other. Parents, if your student is a member
of Peer Jury and you have questions about
the program or the practice sessions, please
contact Ms. Sanders.

We have a new volunteer who will

be starting at EPIC on February 22, Tina
Harris. Tina is a resident of South Chicago
who has a passion for working with young
people. She looks forward to assisting Ms.
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Cuculich with the Math Club, and co-
leading the Girls' Group with Ms. Sanders.

The EPIC family just got bigger! We'd
like to welcome new students, Temeah and
Ke'ante Boyd, Fatima Ramirez, and Mer-
cedes Washington. We are excited to have
you join our community and look forward
to highlighting your future accomplishments

Where Do Freshmen Mingle with Business Professionals? At EPIC,

® "Being around a lot of important people made me feel

EPIC Spotlight: Friendraiser
By Mr. King, Principal

The EPIC Student Leadership Council (SLC) prepared for
weeks to host an EPIC Friendraiser, where our teachers and
board members invited their colleagues, friends, and families
to school to learn about the amazing things going on at EPIC.
Among the 70 people who attended were executives and
young professionals.

The SLC is a group of |5 freshmen who were either elected
by their peers to represent their Crew, or selected by the
EPIC administration. In the three weeks leading up to the
Friendraiser, the SLC worked hard to prepare an event where
students would take the center stage. One group practiced
to lead tours, another prepared speeches, and a final group
learned to mingle by introducing themselves to a group of
people followed by answering and asking questions.

When the event finally started, it was amazing to see the pro-
fessionalism and confidence displayed by our freshmen. De-
lante Reed engaged tour groups by asking them to remember
“Their first day in high school . ..”, while Krystal Velazquez
presented student leadership at EPIC in a PowerPoint she put
together before the event, and AJ. Little flashed his smile as
he spoke about CCS and the cover letters students are writ-
ing. It was pure joy to see Delony, Keisha, and Laquesha
work the crowd of professionals and exiting conversations by
thanking them for their time and handing them their EPIC
business card. To end the night, Shameesha and Jose spoke in
front of the entire crowd and wowed them with their passion-
ate speeches on EPIC and their future.

By the end of the night, our SLC raised over $7000 for EPIC
programs and made numerous connections that will benefit all
EPIC students in the future. What was more important was
what our students learned about themselves:

important too, like | am doing big things."
e "l felt like | could actually become something."

® "l learned to always act in a professional way, because you
never know who is around."

® "It was exciting because was we mingled with people, they
were shocked that we were only freshmen . . . | felt really im-
portant because they kept telling me that | did a wonderful
job, and it made me feel good inside to know that they had a
great time."

EPIC is more than academics—it is also about the soft skills
that students need to be successful in the world. This is just
one example of how we work to improve students opportuni-
ties for leadership. As Shameesha Pryor stated in her speech
to the crowd, “They have shown me strength and given me
the confidence needed to become a legend.”

Special thanks go to the South Chicago Chamber of Commerce
for our terrific food, Sweets by Kara A. Murray for our delicious
desserts, local non-profit social enterprise Bright Endeavors
(www.brightendeavors.org) for the beautiful candles and Banfi
Wines for our evening’s wine.
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March 2010

1

No School
Pulaski Day

5

Progress Re-
ports

8

11

Parent Council
630-730 @
EPIC

12

15

Final Exams

16

Final Exams

17

No School
Teacher Grad-
ing Day

18

No School
Student led
Conferences

19

No School
Student led
Conferences

22

Intensive Week

23

Intensive Week

24

Intensive Week

25

Intensive Week

26

Intensive Week

27

Spring Break

28

Spring Break

Student Led Conferences

March.

Check Your Student’s Grades & Attendance

29

No School
Spring Break

30

No School
Spring Break

31

No School
Spring Break

No School
Spring Break

No School
Spring Break

Reminders & Notes

Teachers will be calling to schedule your Student led Conference for March 18 or 19. Please start considering a time that
works for you over those two days. This is one of the most important things you can do to support your student’s education
at EPIC. Last trimester, 100 of |17 parents or guardians attended their SLC. That is great, but we are going for 100% in

Spring Break

Keep up with your student’s grade and attendance online. Visit www.epicacademy.org and click on Parents, and follow the
link My Student’s Grades. You can then enter your login and password to check on your student’s progress. If you do not

have a login or password, please contact our office at (773) 535-7930.

Phone: (773) 535-7930

EPIC Academy

/\ 8255 S. Houston Avenue
EPIC ACADEMY  Chicago, IL 60617

Preparing Leaders Lo Revolutionize Society

Fax: (773) 535-7934
E-mail: inffo@epicacademy.org

Website: www.epicacademy.org



